Open access journals have now been in existence for several years. These journals fund their activities predominantly through fees charged to the authors of articles, rather than through the traditional route of institutional and individual subscriptions. For authors, the main advantage of open access is that their articles can be freely accessed, with the potential to enhance their likely scientific impact and influence on health policy or clinical decision making. In recent years, the importance to authors of open access has been increased by the policies of major research funders in many countries, requiring that the publications arising from the work they fund should be freely available to all. V A L U E I N H E A L T H 1 9 ( 2 0 1 6 ) 2 9 7
